who in This 
of ‘T 


Are made y villing to offer up themfelves, 
Aftates or Liberty, and fuffer Reproaches, 

: ee “with other hard Ufages in the Streets of this City, 
.and Elfe-where. 

"o bear; a Teftimony for the Lite, Light and 
Truth of Jefus Chrift. 


And to all who makea Profeffion of the 


~ fame, this in the tender Love of God 


ay 
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Some feafonable Confiderations to the 
Young Men and Women, who in 


this Day of Tryalare made willing to - 
offer up themfelves, Ettates or Liberty. 
to fufter Reproaches and other hard 
Lfages in the Streets of this City, and 

—elfe-where, to bear a Teftimony for 
the Life, Light and Truth of our fe 
Jefus Chrift, 


| cis out of the World, its beggarly Rudiments, its 
fable Waysand Worfbips, its Cuffoms and Fafbions, 


Confider your Calling, "tis High, "tis Holy, 


—withall the Abomsi zations, Prophanations, Sports and Paf- 


times; what? eventhe glorious Liberty of the Sons - 


of God, to be made conformable unto Chrift our Head, 


to bein him Holy as heis Holy, then to be Heirs with 
him, jcynt Heirs with Chrift, and to fit with him in the — 
heavenly places; O blefled Exchange! unfpeakable 

Love! What manner of Perfons ought weto be? faith . 


the honeft Heart ; Oh! let none of us walk unworthy | 
/ | of fuch Mercy, but keep a living fence thereof upon our 
hearts, continually, watching over our Thoughts, Words 
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and Works, that wein< rife the Lordour God, P 
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who is worthy to be Loved, Feared, Reverexced and 
beyed, from henceforth and forever. 


The matter chiefly upon my Heart isthis,. Thatas- 
there is now a-more publick Tefimony born to Gods bleffed: 
Truth, thaa when we had liberty to aflemble our felves. 
= together in our Meeting-houfes; fo now let our care be 
moreto anf{wer our Profeffion ;. for we are as. Candle in: 
aCandlefick, not uuder a Bed or Bufbel; yea, asaCity fee 
wpon 4 Find, publickly taken notice of,to be of that number, 
of them, who dare not omit the Affembling our felves 
together, asthe manner of {ome is, but we muft confefs him 
before men, who (we know) will no¥ deny us before his hea- 
venly Father ; we muftbear oar Teftimony to the bleffed 
Truth he hath made us Partakers of, though in fuch 
Hazards: Let this, my dear Friends, engage our Souls 
to all Circum{pection in our Livesand Converfations, | 
that we give no occafion to the Enemy toblafpheme or. ~- - 
{peak Evil of that holy Profeffion we are called to hold. L 
ia the midft of a perverfe and crooked Generation, 
among{t whom we ought to fhine as Lights, that men: 
Seeing our holy chafte C coupled with fear, may. 
glorifieour Father ; to thisfurely every honeft Heart can-- fh 
not but fay, men, Amen, as faith my Soul. 
Friends, the Enemy of our Souls is bufie, both within: 
and without,yea, the Devil /till goes about asa roaringLyom, 
feeking which of ushe can devour; and he may fuffer us. 
to make a Profeffion, even in the ftriteft manner, whilft | 
he endeavours to fpoil us of our Pofleffion, he will not. 
difturb us, if he ean but draw into loofenefs or lightnefS, 
tis poffible you may fpeak the plain Language without. 
interruption, ifyou will but ufeitin fooli{b. Talting and 
jdle Jesiting and ‘although you do not appear inthe Sv-- 
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plain Cloathing, yet if you do {uffer your Hearts to bein. 
the Micsties, Coftiine/s and Curiofities, and let them beas 


fo will nothold out to the end. This I write, not to 


their Warch, that they fuffer not this Spirit to prevail in’ 


mans Soul comes to tempt to any grofs Sins, can have ° 


[sJ 


perflaities of this wanton Age in your Apparel, but ‘in - 


likethe World as may be, Lace only excepted (if you 
can but efeape.the Reproofs of them who abftain from | 
every appearance of Evil, and hate the Garments {potted 
with the flefh) then the Soul’s Enemy will indulge you 
therein,.and you may fora time poffibly, in this day of 
Tryal,. come frequently to Meetings, ftand in the Streets, - 
bear the Gain-[aying of Scoffers, and the haling before Magia 
trates; butif any of you indulge a loofe carelefs Spirit, 
{uch make void their Suffering, invalidate their Teftimony, 
and fall {hort of the Reward and Comfort of the Upright, and 


aecufe any particular, but do befeech all to ftand upon 


them, or if ithave any place in any that makes a Pro-. 
feflion of Gods pure holy Truth; to give no reft to their 
Eyes, nor {lumber to their Eye-lids, till they are turned’ 
to the Light of Chrift Jefus in their Confciences, and — 
liften to its Reproofs, which now, as heretofore, bears: 
a faithful. Witnefs again{ft every evil Word and Work, . 
and as itis heard,. believed in and obeyed, will give’ 
ftrength to .overcome-all and every thing that is of that 
Nature. . 
Oh, .y Friends! prefs forward in the holy Warfare; ; 


for ofa truth, Victory may be obtained, if you run well, . 


and continue.to the-end, you fhall have a Crown of: 

Friends, Let me:exnoftulate the matter a little with ' 

you ;: know there is many, -that when the Enemy of 
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mo énfrance, their Souls this or the other Abomi. 
nation, foas to grofs Enormities he may ccme and have 
nought in Thoufands; but the great danger lies here in 
little things, and they think their Souls may live in this 
little Zpar, if they eicape the Sins of Sodom, and fuch 
But here’s a Sware, here’s a Rock that many are {plit 
on, taking liberty in little matters, in Decency, till Préde 
fits in the Chair, in exceflive Merriment. which fome call 
Cheerfulneff, till it come to: fuch and immoderate 
Laughter as the wife men call Madze,S, appears in their 
Converfations; They not be too demunitive (fome will 
4 fay) they muft be friendly to all, free to difcourfe with any, 
| and this may be good inits place; but for want of taking 
up the daily Crofs, and not being upon the Watch, the 
become one with the zdle Talker and fool:(b Feffer; and fo 
in many other cafes; As, We ma; le Angry and -fin not, 
which is true; but letting themic!ves loofe, here the 
Enemy takes an Advantage, and inthe Nightfowshis — - 
evil Seed, and the wrathful hafty {pirit gets up, grows 
— ftrong, till that which is tender, meek and lowly in 
themfelves, and others they converfe with, is grieved, 
and groans under the Oppreffion. And from this Spirit 
there’s no deliverance till they come again to learn of 
him that’s meek and lowly. as they did at their firft 
Convincement, when after great and fore Travels they 
didfind reft untotheir fouls, in him t! at was meek and 
ni itsat thefe Breaches, the Enemy being entred, il 
the more groffer and grievous fins enter, and fo eventhe q 
old Iniquity is revived, and the fiz that fo eafily be/ets gets a 
up again, and by giving way to this vain ae ae 
| pat 
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— lays feige, fometimes tempting the poor bewildred foul 
to dijpair of the Mercy of the Lord, {ometimes to Curfe God 


when any one hath let in Grief, and joyned the Powers: 


ly be 


the Watch ; ‘and here the Soul efcapes this Snare, that is 


That fuch |mall things wik not hurt, the foolifli Heart comes 
to be darkned,& the poor Soul that once was raiféd, comes 
to be enthralled, and a good Condition to be left, and 
it willbe harder with fuch to be reftcred, than it was . 
for them to be brought into the knowledge of the Truth 
at the beginning. 

And. this alfo hath been known by fad Experience, | 


of their Souls with it, here the Enemy of mans Peace 


and dye, and {ometimes to violent hands on it felf.- 


Oh, my dear Friends! what need ishere to ftand upon \ 
the Wich, to keep in the pure fear of the Lord, evenall \y 
the day long ? for if any Affe€tion or Paffion inordinate- 
Cifered to harbour in the Soul, the danger is great. 

Asd yet further, what hath’ been ‘faid in thefe fore- 
going particulars,may be faid alfo of letting in the Worldly 
Spirit, which none ever-knew whilft it had rule in their 
hearts, but ‘at the entrance thereof, as the Eye of the 
Mind has been towards the Lord, to be kept and pre- 
ferved from every ‘Evil that would grieve the good 
Spirit, or hinder Communion with it, the Lord opens » 
the myfterious workings of this Spirit in the honeft 
Heart, and ftrengtheneth him with all Diligence to keep © 


fo'privily laid, that many are enfnared and taken, and | 
call it good Husbandry. 

O remember the great Love of our Lord and Saviour ~ 
Jefus Chrift, who hath eommanded his Di‘ciples, To caf 
all their care upon God, who careth for them, and hath given — 
himfelf for us, that he might deliver us from this 

‘orld. And - 
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it, and give liberty to your Thoughts jtherein, how apt 


are you to receiveany Report that may tend to make the 
Breach wider ? how ready it is for any prejudiced Perfon _ 
to take wrong Meafures of right Actions, as thus, If’ 
any in the pure Love of God, that thinketh no evil, 
-wateh over his Brother for good,or the Antients in J/rae/, 
who are unblameable in their Lives and Conver-_ 
fations, who have (if the word Rafe canbe bora) ‘ruled 
for God, and aretruly worthy of dosble Honoar ;. if fuch 
knowing the Wiles of Sutaz, asalfothe Terrorsof the — 
Almighty, fhall propofe good and whkolfom Methods to 
‘keep all within the Church of Chrift {weet and clean, jn 
which the honeft hearted rejoyce, yet the prejudiced 
{pirit will cry out prefently of Lord/bips, . of Laws, 
‘Church Canons and Impofitios, theugh at the fame 


time thofe who were in Chrift before them, and by 


‘Grace were made Members of that Body of which Chrift 
i the Head, declareto fuch, That its but the godly Care of — 
our Brethren to preferve every Member in sts place and good 
‘Order. Much might be written, ‘but I did only intend 
to hint atthefe things, and beg of the Lord they may be 
enlarged in my foul, as.inevery honeft Heart, as there. 


-may be any occafion. 


Oh Friends ! I am deeply grieved in the Confideration 


thefe things,and its.the.cry of my foul to theGod.- of all 


Grace, Avife, OD Lod, andrebuke this Gain-faping 


Spirit; Arifethou miahty God, whole Fan is 


“And letamy-experienced one, into who'e hands this 
eome, confider, Have you at any time let in the 
‘Spirit of Prejudice, (more efpecially upon the account of 
Religion) again{t any Perfon? Let the caufe be.right or 
wrong, yet if once it be let in, and you converfe with 
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hand, and thozotolp purge thy Fleer, Doing 
inte (dobich makes and keeps the 
eberp ote that makes a 2o0fellion of 
now to conclude with that which was principally 
upon-my heart in the beginning, in which let meexpe- 
| ftulate again.with any or every heneft Heart, into. 
whofe hands this may come, that hath but knows, 
| _or experienced any thing of the Power cf Godto make ~~ 7° 
| clean the Veffel, and that hath been convinced ofthe . . ¥ 


~ 


Eviloftheir Ways, Words and Works, and inthe Light, 

Strength and Power of God hathbeen made able tojudge 

every appearance of Evil in themfelves, that hath 

mot had Holinefs to the Lord ftamped thereon. Oh?! 

why fhould any fuch turn again to. Folly, and build 

again thofe things they once pulled down,or allow them- 


‘felvesin any thingnow, which heretofore they durft not 
live in the Pra€tice of 
Friends, Truth is unchangeably pure, andthat which 
| @ it appears againft today, it will not allow to morrow: 
| Therefore, I befeech you in the Love of God, try and 
examine, Durft I take « falfe Liberty in the day of my 
Efpowfal? fbould Ido fo now? not wey Obligations 
greater gow than ROW. I can My Maker 1S my 
Husband, c be provsdeth all things neceffery for my Spiritual 
as well as Temporal Well-being, and if Ido not depart froms 
him, he hath promifed, He will never leave me nor forfake 
me? Why oo Poould I allow any Evel Spirit to lodge within 
me, any accurfed thing te er his Temple, to hinder mse 
tn my near Approaches unto him? Why fbould I fuffer wild, 
‘wanton ja tover up, that will unavoidably make wee 
vain in my Converfation, feeing I conld uot be redeemed 


phere. 
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with the precious Blood of Fefis Chrift? Shall 


3. 


oie by Silwer sor Gold, or an corrn 


tible thing 
under Foot the Blood of Chrift? or fait my sighs 
Words and Attions caufe any to fay, It isan unholy thing? 


‘Sheil I deny.my Redemption, avd my Redeemer (eves 
ta. al. them that behold) by my-vain Converfation? Ged. 
forbid. 

“Or, if at any time there hath beena neglect, the — 


Watch has not been kept, nor the Prayer offered, but. 


© > as it were fora little time, the Soul forgetting that it 


© eas Cleanfed, entreth into the Temptation, and toueheth . 
withthe unfandtifi'd thing,yet as the Heart abides heneft, 


the pure holy Fear will {pring again in fuch a Breaft, an 


that Manor Woman will fooa ice from whence they are 


fallen, and will cry, with David, Reffere me, O Lord, to: 


my fornser Condition take not thy wely Spivit from me; 


| fet thou «Watch before my Moats, thas I offend wot with 


my Tongue: O Lord, keep the Door of wy Lips, &c. This 
is the care ef the Upright, chat whether ia Eating or 
Drinking, in Speaking or in Silence, all might be done to. 
the Praife and Glory of God. ‘eee ed 
Friends, we above all the Familiss of the Earth, 
bear our Teftimonies Chrift’s Aprezrarce in {pirir, 
aud to that Grace which batt appeared to i mew, teaching us 
(who have received desy Ungodline Sand warlaly Lifts, 
and to hive Soberiz, Gedly and Righteoufly in this prefent 
World. And {bal we allow our felves in agy thing that is 
juftly veproveatle? God forbid, Iwill fet aiVatch over iny 


Thovebts, faith the honeft Heart, for w:.Ged kaoweth them 


afar off, andl give an account for every idle Word, I 
will wateh over my Eyes, for my Lord hath fasd, Whofoever 
joule: upesa Wemanandluidethafter her, hathcom-. 
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dation, Jefus Chrit himfelf being the chief Cornes 


no evile Tidings cznmiake them afraid ; fueh fhal! held 


Adultery with her already in ius Beart > asa 
Apofile James [aith, Whofoever feemeth to be Religious, 
aed bridleth not his Tongue, that mans Religion isvain, 
‘Aad Ub ! that cll my Works might witne/s tpe Lord at band, 2% 


work indeed] bleffed is he who worketh out his Salva: 
tion with Fear and Trembling; fuch fhallbefafe, and 


out inall Tryals, for chey are builded upoaa fure Foun 
Friends, This isa Day wherein Sacgn defires, yea, dots. 
indeed winnow al! Profeffions, bleffed is that Perfon agd 


that People who partake of the benefit of our Lords \_ 


“praying, for tie hatch prayed, That their Faith fail not; 


id him the fucher heareth alwayes; blefled are they 


watch and Keep ther Garments un{potted, their 


Converfation will be fuch as will adorn the Gofpel. 


Now unto Gos! oniy wife, whe comforts his People with bis 
Rod and with bis Staff, he who knows our frame, and wilt — 
not fuffer any wiso fear bis Name tobe tempted above what 
they are abic to bear, and ix the fitteft Sea/is: i! deliver 

Jacob ext of all his Troubles, To bins be all Power, 
Might, Majefiv, with Dowinion and he!» Prasfes given 
and alcribed frome this hexceforth asd fovever, 


MARY FORSTBER,. 


